
 

Curriculum Vitae – Joseph Millum 
 
Building 10, Room 1C118 
Bethesda, MD, 20892 
 

Email: millumj@cc.nih.gov 
Phone: 301 594 5519 

  
Academic History 
September 2008 – present: Research Fellow, Department of Bioethics (Clinical  

Center) & Fogarty International Center, National  
Institutes of Health, Maryland, USA 

 
Sept 2006 – August 2008: Post-Doctoral Fellow, Department of Bioethics, 
    National Institutes of Health, Maryland, USA 
 
Oct 2005 – May 2006: SGS Post-Doctoral Fellow, University of Toronto, Canada. 
 
Sept 2000 – Oct 2005:     Ph.D., Department of Philosophy, University of  

Toronto, Canada.  
Dissertation title: The Adaptation of Morality. 
Supervisor: Dr Paul Thompson (Philosophy and Zoology). 
Readers: Dr L. Wayne Sumner, Dr Philip Clark. 
Internal Appraiser: Dr Ronald de Sousa. 
External Appraiser: Dr Alexander Rosenberg. 

 
Oct 1995 – June 1999:    University of Edinburgh, UK. 
                                        MA Hons in Philosophy: First Class. 
 
June 1998 – Sept 1998: Dartmouth College, New Hampshire, USA. 

GPA: 4.0  
 
 
Areas of Specialization 
Moral philosophy, Bioethics 
 
Areas of Competence 
Philosophy of Science, Philosophy of Biology 
 
 
Publications 
Articles  
Millum, J. ‘A Biological Alternative to Moral Explanations,’ The Southern Journal of 
Philosophy Vol. 46 No. 3 (Fall 2008) 
 
Millum, J. ‘Are Pharmaceutical Patents Protected By Human Rights?’ forthcoming in 
Journal of Medical Ethics 
 



 2 

Millum, J. ‘An Investment Theory of Parental Rights,’ forthcoming in David Archard and 
David Benetar (eds.), Procreation and Parenthood. Oxford: Oxford University Press 
 
Millum, J. ‘How Do We Acquire Parental Responsibilities?’ Social Theory and Practice 
Vol. 34 No. 1: 71–93 (January 2008) 
 
Millum, J. and E. Emanuel ‘The Ethics of International Research with Abandoned 
Children,’ Science 318: 1874–1875 (2007) 
 
Millum, J. ‘Natural Goodness and Natural Evil,’ Ratio 19(2): 199–213 (June 2006)  
 
Book Reviews 
M. W. Austin (2007), Conceptions of Parenthood: Ethics and the Family (in Notre Dame 
Philosophical Reviews 2008). Available at http://ndpr.nd.edu/review.cfm?id=12946.  
 
W.H. Harms (2004), Information and Meaning in Evolutionary Processes (in Philosophy 
in Review, 26 (3) (June 2006)) 
 
A. Taylor (2003), Animals and Ethics (in The Peer Review, Winter 2004) 
 
Book Under Contract 
Global Justice and Bioethics (Collection of essays, co-edited with Ezekiel Emanuel. 
Under contract with Oxford University Press; expected completion March 2009). 
 
 
Conference Presentations 
Papers  
November 2008: Public Responsibility in Medicine and Research (PRIM&R),  

Advancing Ethical Research Conference – ‘International Bioethics  
Capacity Building’ 

November 2008: Society for Ethics Across the Curriculum, 10th Annual Meeting –  
‘Parental Work and the Right to Parent’ 

May 2008:  Bearing And Rearing Children: The Ethics Of Procreation And  
Parenthood – ‘Parental Work and Parental Rights’ 

March 2008:  American Philosophical Association Pacific Division Annual  
   Meeting 2008 – ‘Filial Duties of Care’ 

 
November 2007: American Society of Tropical Medicine and Hygiene 56th Annual  
   Meeting – ‘Obligations to Participants in Research Trials in  

Developing Countries’ 
June/July 2007: Society for Applied Philosophy Annual Conference – ‘How to  

be a Responsible Parent’ 
May 2007:   Canadian Philosophical Association Annual Conference – ‘How  

Do We Acquire Parental Responsibilities?’ 
 
October 2006:  Western Canadian Philosophical Association Annual Conference 
   - ‘An Investment Theory of Parenthood’ 
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May/June 2006:  Canadian Philosophical Association Annual Congress 2006 
- ‘The Incest Prohibition: A Counter-example to Evolutionary 
Naturalism’ 

 
May/June 2005: Canadian Philosophical Association Annual Congress 2005 

- ‘Moral vs. Biological Explanations’ 
April 2005:  American Philosophical Association Central Division Annual 

Meeting 2005 - ‘Moral Realism and Natural Kinds’ 
 
May/June 2004: Canadian Philosophical Association Annual Congress 2004 - ‘A  

Functional Foot?’ 
April 2004:   University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign Annual Graduate  

Conference 2004 - ‘A Functional Foot?’ 
April 2004:  University of Wisconsin at Stevens Point: Values, Rational Choice 

and the Will - ‘A Functional Foot?’ 
 
May/June 2003: Canadian Philosophical Association Annual Congress 2003 

- ‘How to Derive a Moral ‘Ought’ from a Biological ‘Is’’ 
April 2003:  University of Montreal Graduate Conference in Political  
   Philosophy - ‘Legislating for Moral Distress in a Multi-cultural 

Society’ 
April 2003:  The International Society for Utilitarian Studies: Utilitarianism, 

Human Rights and Globalization - ‘The Harm of Moral Distress’ 
 
Commentaries  
May/June 2004: Canadian Philosophical Association Annual Congress 2004 
   Commentary on ‘Theories of Virtue and Vice’ by Todd Calder  
May 2004:  University of Toronto Graduate Conference in Philosophy 2004 

Commentary on ‘Revisiting Harman: Setting Fire to a Can of 
Worms’ by Deborah Mower 

May/June 2003: Canadian Philosophical Association Annual Congress 2003 
   Commentary on ‘Hare-raising Truth Conditions’ by Mark Gardiner 
May 2002:  University of Toronto Graduate Conference in Philosophy 2002 
   Commentary on ‘State, Anarchy, and Culture’ by Stefan Cojocaru 
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Service and Other Activities 
2008 – present:  Alternate member, CNS Institutional Review Board (White Panel) 
2008 – present: Attending, Bioethics Consultation Service, NIH 
2008 – present:  Member, Clinical Center Ethics Committee 
2008 - present:  Referee, Social Theory and Practice  
2007 – present: Member, Trans-NIH Bioethics Committee 
2006 - present: Referee, Southern Journal of Philosophy 
2004 - present: Member, American Philosophical Association  
2003 - 2007:  Member, Canadian Philosophical Association  
Fall 2005:  Research Assistant for Prof. Gopal Sreenivasan  
2001 - 2004:   Organizing Committee Member and Referee, University of  

Toronto Annual Graduate Conference in Philosophy 
2001 - 2004:   Treasurer, Graduate Philosophy Students Union 
 
 
Awards  
2005/2006:   University of Toronto, SGS Post-Doctoral Fellowship 
2004/2005:  Nomination: TATP Teaching Assistants Excellence Award 
June 2004:  1st Place, Canadian Philosophical Association Student Essay Prize 
2003/2004:   Winner, Martha Lile Love Teaching Award, Department of  
   Philosophy, University of Toronto.  
2003/2004:  George Paxton Young Memorial prize, University of Toronto 
2002/2003:  George Paxton Young Memorial prize, University of Toronto 
2001 – 2005:  University of Toronto Fellowship 
2000/2001:  Beatty Fellowship, University of Toronto  
June 1999:  University of Edinburgh Philosophy of Science Prize  
June 1999:  University of Edinburgh Moral Philosophy Prize  
June 1998:  Bruce of Grange Scholarship to study at Dartmouth College, NH. 
June 1997:  University of Edinburgh Logic Prize 
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Teaching Experience 
 
Course Instructorships  
Spring 2006:  PHLC06H3 S Topics in Ethical Theory 
Fall 2005:  PHL252H5 F Philosophy of Science 
Spring 2004:   PHL255H5 S Science and Pseudo-science 
Fall 2003:  PHL252H5 F Philosophy of Science 
 
Teaching Assistantships 
Tutorial Leader  
Summer 2005:  PHL384HF Ethics, Genetics and Reproduction 
Winter 2004/5: PHL281Y Bioethics 
Summer 2003:  PHL100Y Introduction to Philosophy 
Spring 2003:  PHL193HS Science and Social Issues 
Winter 2002/3: PHL100Y Introduction to Philosophical Problems 
Summer 2002  PHL245HF Modern Symbolic Logic 
Winter 2001/2  PHL100Y Introduction to Philosophical Problems 
 
Grading 
Grading in formal logic, critical reasoning, and all of the above listed courses. 
 
Teacher training 
THE500H1 Teaching in Higher Education. A semester-long course dealing with all 
aspects of pedagogy in universities.  
 
 
 
 
Academic References  
Dr. Ezekiel Emanuel, National Institutes of Health 
Prof. Thomas Hurka, University of Toronto 
Prof. Philip Kremer, University of Toronto 
Dr. Reidar Lie, National Institutes of Health 
Prof. L. Wayne Sumner, University of Toronto 
Prof. Paul Thompson, University of Toronto 
Prof. Alan Wertheimer, National Institutes of Health 
  


